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Forty Years of Research on Science and Technology Evaluation in China:
Historical and Theme evolution

WANG Xuefeng', ZHANG Shuo', LIU Yuqin’, QIAO Yali', HAN Xiaotong', HUANG Heng'
(1. School of Management and Economics, Beijing Institute of Technology, Beijing 100081, China;2. Academic of
Printing and Packaging Industrial Technology, Beijing Institute of Graphic Communication, Beijing 102600, China)
Abstract: Science and technology evaluation has become the necessary means of modern science and technology
management for government. It is also an important tool to promote the modernization of national governance sys-
tem and governance capacity. In order to clarify what kind of research works have been done by Chinese schol-
ars around science and technology evaluation, and whether the change process of research theme consistents with
science and technology evaluation reform in China, the paper systematically analyzes the theme distribution and
evolution of science and technology evaluation by using the bibliometrics and knowledge graph methods, taking
the journal papers on science and technology evaluation area included in the CNKI as samples. The paper tries to
exploit the research characteristic in this field. The results show that it is generally consistent with the direction
of scientific and technological evaluation reform, and research on evaluation methods has always existed. But
there are obvious differences at different stages. The exploration stage (1979-1993) focuses on construction project
evaluation; The standard stage (1994-2006) focuses on the construction of scientific evaluation index and evalua-
tion system. At the same time, this stage faces the change of research focus from project evaluation to perfor-
mance evaluation; The perfection stage (2007-present) mainly focuses on performance evaluation and various evalu-
ation methods. On this basis, this paper combines the trend of science and technology evaluation reform in China.

Keywords: S&T evaluation; historical evolution; theme evolution; knowledge graph; bibliometrics



