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Research Review on the Main Path Analysis of Patent Citation Networks
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Abstract:  Purpose/significance In this paper some typical methods of the main path analysis ( MPA) of the pa-
tent citation network are reviewed in order to provide new ideas for further research. Method/process Firstly the sig—
nificance of MPA of the patent citation network for technology evolution research was elaborated. Then a comprehensive
literature review of the MPA research based on the patent citation network was conducted. ~Result/conclusion The re-
search achievements are summarized in three aspects: the algorithm research the applied research and the method-opti—
mization research. The limitations in current MPA research are discussed. Finally the possible research work in the fu-
ture are discribed.

Keywords: patent citation citation network main path analysis ( MPA)  technological development path tech—

nology evolution
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