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Abstract: The paper describes the concept of patent analysis its general process and the main functions of the patent analy—
sis tools. According to the data sources the patent analysis tools can analyze and the functions of the patent analysis tools the paper
divides them into 4 categories namely the patent collection and processing tools the text mining and visualization tools the pa—
tent retrieval and analysis tools and the computer-aided innovation tools. The paper makes a systematic comparison of commonly—
used 26 patent analysis tools at home and abroad in terms of the countries they belong to the types of the functions the data
sources to be analyzed the main functions and the result presentation. Finally the paper discusses the problems in the develop—
ment and application of the patent analysis tools at home and offers some suggestions for the application and development of patent
analysis tools.
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