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Fig. 1 Trends in publications on the integration of sports tourism in China from 2006 to 2024
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Fig.2 Co-occurrence clustering of keywords
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Fig. 3 Temporal evolution of keywords
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Overview and prospect of sports tourism integration research
in China

Luo Zhouxin, Yuan Jun®
School of Physical Education, Shenzhen University, Shenzhen 518060, China

Abstract: Sports tourism integration is a key approach to promote the coordinated develop-
ment of the sports and tourism industries, playing a significant role in regional economic
growth, the preservation of social and cultural heritage, and meeting the people’s needs for a
better quality of life. Based on 690 CNKI-indexed papers (2006-2024) related to sports tourism
integration, this study uses ITGInsight software for bibliometric and content analysis to system-
atically examine the current status, research hotspots, and future trends of sports tourism inte-
gration in China. The findings reveal: (1) research on sports tourism integration in China began
in 2006 and has progressed through four stages: conceptual exploration, theoretical construc-
tion, applied research, and innovative expansion. (2) The research focuses on five key areas:
theoretical mechanisms of integration, integration level evaluation, strategic pathways, regional
applications, and policy drivers, forming an interdisciplinary theoretical framework centered on
industrial integration theory, coupling coordination theory and synergy effect theory.(3) The re-
search trajectory of sports tourism integration in China has evolved from theoretical exploration
to diversified development in general, but challenges remain, including insufficient theoretical
innovation, limited dynamic data analysis, inadequate adoption of new technologies, and weak
research on regional coordination and sustainability. Future research should focus on construct-
ing interdisciplinary theoretical frameworks, advancing dynamic and intelligent analytical meth-
odologies, exploring differentiated development through cross-regional collaboration mecha-
nisms, and strengthening sustainability-oriented systemic applications, providing theoretical
support and practical guidance for the high-quality development of sports tourism integration.
Keywords: sports tourism integration; industry integration; ITGlInsight; bibliometric analysis;
literature review
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